
 
 
 

VILLAGE OF CHESANING 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

  December 1, 2020 
Virtual Zoom Meeting 

 
 
 

1. Call to Order:  7:30 p.m. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

1. Roll Call 

 Present Not Present 

Bueche x  

Chludil x  

Hewitt x  

Hoover x  

Larner x  

Powell x  

Wenzel x  

 
2. Approval of the Agenda 

 
Motion made by Phil Larner and supported by Tina Powell to approve agenda. 

 AYE NAYE ABSTAIN 

Bueche x   

Chludil x   

Hewitt x   

Hoover x   

Larner x   

Powell x   

Wenzel x   

Motion Carried. 

3. Public Statement:  Limited to 5 minutes 

Questions requiring short, timely answers may be posed to the Board, staying within the 5-minute 
limit.  This shall not be interpreted as a means to initiate dialog or debate. 
 
No public statement. 

4. Consent Agenda 



The purpose of the Consent Agenda is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items together 

to be dealt with by one Board motion (roll-call vote) without discussion.  Any person, whether Board 

Member, staff or public may ask that any item be removed from the Consent Agenda to be placed 

elsewhere on the regular agenda for discussion.  All such requests will be granted. 

A. Receive and File:  

a. Resident Letters:  Flooding in Sunnyside Subdivision area 

B. Approval of the Village Council Meeting Minutes  

a. Regular Meeting Minutes of November 17, 2020 

C. Accounts Payable: $127,229.37 

Motion made by Keith Wenzel and supported by Phil Larner to approve consent agenda. 

 AYE NAYE ABSTAIN 

Bueche x   

Chludil x   

Hewitt x   

Hoover x   

Larner x   

Powell x   

Wenzel x   

Motion Carried. 
 

5. Unfinished Business (None) 
 

6. New Business 

A. Items for Introduction/Discussion:  

a. None 

 

B. Items for Action:  

a. Marihuana Facility Licenses 

a. 9982 W. Peet Road 

The Council and residents discussed concern of draining issues and 

infrastructure. Does the ditch need dug out and relined? Does the subdivision 

have a sewage issue? 

 

Brian Wendling shared his expertise, sharing that the infrastructures needs to 

be looked at by several agencies. His responsibility includes Little Bear Creek 

(Fletcher drain). He has worked with MDOT with a focus on the bridge 

structure. It was found that the bridge is capable of handling and far 

exceeded a 100-year storm event. The drain is functioning as designed A 

relief drain may be a possible solution to look into to address flooding issues 

brought forth by residents.  

  



Administrator Troy Feltman, stated that the area that is draining into the 

creek appears to be the biggest concern. The reuse of the property will not 

exasperate the flooding situation. The Village would need to talk to the 

residents to get their input and document the issues with MDOT in writing. A 

solution will require bringing together MDOT, Saginaw County, Chesaning 

Village, and neighbors to come up with a reasonable and cost effective 

resolution to move the storm water to drains more effectively and efficiently.  

 

Bruce Dankert, 645 Julia, Chesaning: That storm sewer carries all that water 

from Sunflower subdivision. He found a storm sewer that does not appear on 

the Village map, according to DPW.  The past 3-4 years he has had flooding 

issues in his basement. 

 

Elaine Dankert, 645 Julia, Chesaning: Storm water flows from west to east 

(church to Bear Creek). In the last few years, something has happened. Is this 

an MDOT or County drain problem, she asks. The first place that foods is 

Village Sales. She also stated, that she does not want any pesticides or 

chemicals coming onto her property. 

 

President Matthew Hoover stated that growing waste or fertilizer is not 

allowed. 

 

All are in agreement with a multijurisdictional approach to the problem so 

the Village can figure out what can be done to solve the problem. 

Administrator Feltman wants to have an action plan before spring and to 

ascertain what MDOT is or is not willing to do.  

 

Cynthia Mayhew, Chesaning: Expressed concern over not wanting to smell 

pot. She understands if the Village approves the licenses, but does not want 

to smell pot. 

 

President Hoover asked how can we monitor and document and prove where 

is the smell originating from? If smell is an issue, people are going to keep 

coming back. And, if it gets worse we will have to discuss revoking licenses.  

 

Councilwoman Chludil shared that testing and monitoring for the smell of 

cannabis in the air is possible using a nasal ranger. Since Nov. 2017, cannabis 

has brought 305 jobs to the community and supports events, beautification, 

purchase of the Christmas tree and lights, and gave away thanksgiving 

dinners. The Village needs to be better at getting the positive information out 

to make people aware of the good the cannabis industry to doing for the 

community.  



Councilman Larner shared that the Village did not have to lay off any 

employees because of the licenses granted in the past.  

 

Councilwoman Powell shared the impact on our community is $1.2M, $250K 

in licenses, and $15-18K in various site plan reviews, and we are getting 

revenue from the state of Michigan.  

 

Councilwoman Hewitt inquired how can we communicate the cons and pros. 

President Hoover suggested posting quarterly updates to the Village website 

and sharing on Facebook. Hewitt also stated that there is a group of people 

that moral issue is not an aside issue. What is on the table is to expand 

licensing, and she is worried about addressing the growing pains that have 

not yet been addressed. 

 

Administrator Feltman shared that the cannabis industry is making a 

difference in the Chesaning Village’s ability to high quality services; 

providing 38-40% of our general fund budget. They are our second highest 

revenue source behind taxes. If council wants to get a tour of the facilities as a 

group, he can arrange it. 

 

President Hoover: It brings property values up. 

 

Councilwoman Powell: These businesses are booming when the rest of the 

world has been in a shut down. We still don’t know the effects this pandemic 

will have on the Village in the future. If there is anyone willing to come into 

Chesaning and make these types of investments, there should be no question. 

 

Ashley Archer, 614 Sunflower Drive: One of the issues that she has is testing 

on the emissions that create ozone at ground level. Is there any consideration 

about health concerns? She does not want her kids growing up next to a 

cannabis facility. She is not against the marijuana business or the industry, 

but is asking for clarification on potential health concerns for her children. 

She does not want cannabis in her backyard.  

 

Rod Toma, Chesaning: His complaint is the issue with flooding. He has no 

issue with new businesses coming into town and wants to know when are 

you going to start listening to the residents of Chesaning?  

 

Administrator Feltman said that a majority of people that come to him, are for 

it. 

 



Councilman Larner is for it because he does not want to see anybody laid off 

or to see Chesaning lose out on services.  

 

President Hoover loves fair markets and free markets that regulate itself. As 

far as market competition; let them go at it. It creates benefits for everybody. 

Our job is to make sure to address things like pollution. 

 

Councilwoman Chludil does have a problem with the visual aspect of them 

being on the curve coming into town and would like to have an ordinance so 

they look less industrial. I would like to pretty them up a little bit.  

 

Councilwoman Powell is not in support of changing the ordinance, as the 

Village does not require aesthetics with any other business. 

 

President Hoover: It is not an unusual ask.  

 

Motion made by Shawn Bueche and supported by  

Phil Larner to approve the license. 

 AYE NAYE ABSTAIN 

Bueche x   

Chludil x   

Hewitt  x  

Hoover x   

Larner x   

Powell x   

Wenzel  x  

Motion Carried. 
 

b. 9726 W. Peet Road 

Motion made by Phil Larner and supported by  

Tina Powell to approve the license. 

 AYE NAYE ABSTAIN 

Bueche x   

Chludil x   

Hewitt  x  

Hoover x   

Larner x   

Powell x   

Wenzel  x  

Motion Carried. 
 
Councilman Larner wants to see 9726 W. Peet Road connected to the Village 
sewer system.  



Administrator Feltman thanked Brian Wendling for sharing his expert 
opinion. 

b. 2021 Street Improvement Project:  Miller Canfield, Paddock and Stone Engagement 

Letter—Bond Counsel Services 

 

TF: $1.25M last of the bond passed in 2014. Both B & C boiler plate letters you have 

seen the last  

 Motion made by Phil Larner and supported by Keith Wenzel. 

 AYE NAYE ABSTAIN 

Bueche x   

Chludil x   

Hewitt x   

Hoover x   

Larner x   

Powell x   

Wenzel x   

Motion Carried. 

c. 2021 Street Improvement Project:  PFM Engagement Letter—Financial Advisor 

Services 

Motion made by Phil Larner and supported by Keith Wenzel. 

 AYE NAYE ABSTAIN 

Bueche x   

Chludil x   

Hewitt x   

Hoover x   

Larner x   

Powell x   

Wenzel x   

Motion Carried. 
 

7. Committee Reports 
 

a. Infrastructure (Larner, Bueche, Powell) 

i. No meeting set up yet. 

b. Finance & Administration (Hewitt, Wenzel, Chludil) 

i. Will have a meeting in the next few weeks. 

c. DDA (Hewitt, Feltman) 

i. Meetings held the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 6pm. 

d. Chamber of Commerce Board (Hoover, Feltman) 

i. No report. 

e. Planning Commission (Hewitt, Chludil) 

i. No meeting. Will have a special meeting since it is so close to Christmas. Bob 

Fish will serve on the Planning Commission. 



f. Airport (Wenzel, Bueche) 

i. Next meeting is sometime in March. 

g. Fire Board (Larner, Hoover) 

i. 4 runs, 1 fire fatality in Oakley, 141 runs year to date 

ii. Smoke and CO detectors – reminder to check your batteries. If you do not have 

one, get one by your bedroom. 

iii. Check chimneys and wood burners before you start using them. 

iv. No burning inside the village, unless in fire pit, with wood. 

v. If you know anybody that wants to be a firefighter, come fill out an application. 

vi. A discussion on the increasing number of residents getting alarms – so more and 

more false alarms are happening. Village will consider a general cost recovery to 

establish a fee for the event, rather than have the public pay for it. Administrator 

Feltman will put together a cost recovery proposal for Village Council that looks 

at what it costs to mobilize the fire department and send them out. This is not a 

revenue builder. It is a behavior changer.  

vii. Next board next meeting Wednesday at 6pm. 

h. Task Force (Powell, Feltman) 

i. No report. 

8. Village Staff Reports 
 

a. Village Administrator 
i. Due to COVID-19, asking to give employees the ability to buy out vacation time 

that they are not able to take or use. Employees were restricted the ability to take 
vacation. Feltman can provide a financial impact statement to accommodate 
employees. The idea is to grant 40 hours or one week.  

ii. Feltman has been working on an annexation to incorporate property back into 
the Village for a current marihuana facility. Use public act 425, a concept where 
an incorporated community can negotiate with a Township for a condition. The 
township agreed to a draft of the negotiated transfer of property to bring in 80 
acres and expand. A conditional agreement has been created. The Township 
wants 50% of all the revenue with the option to take the property back in the 
future. 

iii. Dec. 9th meeting with the Shiawassee River Trail to have mile markers on the 
river. Possibly develop the property behind the post office for kayaks.  

 
In closing, President Hoover asked the council to check on your friends and neighbors during this 
time to offer support and assist with suicide prevention. 
 

9. Adjournment 
 

Motion to adjourn made by Keith Wenzel and supported by Danielle Chludil. 

 AYE NAYE ABSTAIN 

Bueche x   

Chludil x   

Hewitt x   



Hoover x   

Larner x   

Powell x   

Wenzel x   
 

The meeting adjourned at 9:37 pm. 
 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Village Clerk, Jill Vondrasek. 

 

 

 

 
In accordance with Public Act 267 (Open Meetings Act) individuals with disabilities requiring special assistance that are planning 

to attend the meeting should contact the Office of the Village Clerk for accommodations.  This request must be made two (2) 

business days in advance of the meeting. 

 

The next regular meeting of the Chesaning Village Council will be held Tuesday,  

December 15, 2020 in the Village Hall Council Chambers at 7:30 p.m. 


